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BAR NARD Mayor, 


a e ſpecial Court held on the Feaf 
. Michael he Archangel, 

(that zs to ſay) Friday the 29th 
Day of September 1733, and in 
the twelfth Tear of the Reign of 


King George the Second, Y Great 
Britain, &c. 


Court be given to the Reverend 

r. Goodwin, tor his Sermon Preached 
this Day before this Court, and the 
Liveries of the ſeveral Companies of 
this City, at the Pariſh Chnrch of St. 
Laurence Fewry, before the Election of 
a Lord-Mayor of this City, for the Year 


155 1s Ordered, That the Thanks 0 this 


_ enſuing ; and that he e be defired to nt 


the ſame. 


„ 


To the Right Honourable 
Sir JOHN BARNA RD, Knt. 
Loxp Mayor of the City of 
L o N N 0 N. 


My Lox, 


7 Take the liberty to inſcribe this plain di 7 
m—_ zo your Lordſhip, as 27 preached 
by your appointment, and now printed at 
yours and the honourable court of atdermens 
joint requeſt. Might I have gratified my own 
inclination, I ſhould much rather have ſup- 
preſs d it, as conſcious of its many defects. 
But as your Lordſhip was pleas d 0 je 60 
me your approbation of it, and your kind 
concern for my great hoarſeneſs, which hindred 
it from being 4 ris much the greater part 
of the congregation, 1 1 may not be thought 
zo flight. or undervalue the leaſt mark of your 
efleem, for which I. have the greateſt and the 
Jufteſt regard, I cannot but ſubmit it, ſuch as 
it is, to the publick, under Jour Loraſbi ps pa- 
"mt and Protection. 
If 
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1f any thing therein ſaid may be of weight 
enough to excite any, who are, or foal] be here- 
after, in any authority, to call to mind and 
imitate your Lordſhip's great and good example, 
and induce them to conſider the neceſſity of the 
qualifications therein mention d to the 1 
of the character of a ri ighteous OI, 1 . 


have my aim. 


That God may long preſerve you in life and 
health, a friend. in every ſtation to truth, to 
virtue and religion, for the 75 ublick bereft ts 
and at laſt crown all your fait ful labours Js 
Services for the good of your city and your 
country, wi th the everlaſting glories of another 


7 fe 7s the fincere wiſh, and moſt * prayer, 


M y Bend, 
Oct. 6. 1738. 


Yeter Lordſhips. 

Very much Obli ved, 
and moſt Obedient © 
Humble Servant, 


J. Goopwin. 


When the righteous are in authority, the 
people: regoice;, but when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn. 


HE foundation and authority of govern- 

ment and laws, of magiſtrates and of 

all civil power, arc ſo plainly declard 
and deſcribed in the Holy Scriptures both 

of the Old and New Teſtament, to be deriv'd from the 
almighty power and infinite majeſty of God the ſu- 
preme Lord, Diſpoſer and Governor of all things: As, 
a By me kings reign, and princes decree juſtice ; by 
me princes. rule and nobles, even all the judges 
of the earth: And b Jet every ſoul be ſubject unto 
the higher powers: For there is no power but of 
God : The powers that be, are ordained of God : 
The magiſtrate 7s the miniſter of God, a revenger 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil : Where- 
fore ye muſt needs be ſubject, not only for wrath, but 
alſo for conſcience ſake : And this not only t © the 


that are ſent by him for the puniſbment of evil doers, 
and for the praiſe of them that do well. And again, 
i Be ſubject tu principalities and powers, and obey magt- 
Prov. viii- 15,16. Rom. xii. 1, 4, 5. Pet. ii 13, 14. 
Tit i „e mont gan H | | 

ſtrates: 


king, as ſupreme, but unto governors, as unto them 


[6] 

rates: And the advantageous conſequences of laws, 
and the benign beneficial influences of magiſtrates in 
the due execution of thoſe laws, are ſo ſenſibly felt, 
ſo variouſly and conſtantly experienced, by all man- 
kind, that one would think, there could ſcarce a 
ſingle perſon. be found, not abandon'd of reaſon, and 
even ſenſe too, who would not, upon the leaſt re- 
flexion and thought, chooſe more willingly to ſub- 
mit to the ſudden and boundleſs humours of even 
abſolute power; where, tho his life and property 
might every moment be in danger, yet he might till 
hope for ſome quiet, tho' perhaps ſhort, enjoyment 
of his poſſeſſions, and have ſome ſmall, tho tranſient 
glimmerings of peace and proſperity, to his comfort: 
rather than be forc'd to live in the diſmal, forlorn, 
miſerable ſtate of anarchy and confuſion, where every 
man's ſtrength alone muſt be the only law and rule 
of right and wrong, and where no limits can be ſet 
(till men find themſelves obliged, for their very ſafety, 
to have.recourſe to the milder diſcipline of govern- 
ment) to the furious and ungovernable luſts, paſſions 
and appetites of depraved human nature. Theſe things, 
I ſay, are ſo plain, ſo ſtrongly confirm'd by argu- 
ments from reaſon, from the divinely inſpir'd Scrip- 
rures, and from univerſal experience, that, 'tho"there 
have indeed appear'd in the laſt age or two, ages fruit- 
ful of ſuch .monſlrous opinions! ſome enthuſiaſts, 
who, out of a miſtaken notion of chriſtian charity, 
or ſome other wrong and worſe principle, denied it 
to be lawful for a chriſtian to execute the office of a 
magiſtrate, or to bear the ſword of juſtice: and tho' 
there ſeem to be (I wiſh I might be miſtaken in my 
judgment!) in theſe our times of degeneracy, wicked- 
ncls and infidelity, ſome, and I am afraid not a few, 


wild-ſpirits among us, who having no ſincere . 
regar 


2 1 

regard to the pute word of God, nor any reſpect to 
the dictates of right unbyaſſed reaſon, (when not to be 
wre ſted, either of them, to be agreeable to their bound- 
leſs luſts and appetites) miſuſe not only their chriſtian, 
but even their legal liberty, to all manner of licenti- 
ouſneſs; and who extend and ſtrain even their natural 
rights to ſo perverſe a height, as ſeems to declare, (as 
every ſober, every religious reaſoner would, I think, 
not uncharitably judge) that they wiſh'd in their hearts, 
that d there was no king, no magiſtrate in our Iſrael, 
but that every man might do what was right in his own 
eyes: yet ſurely it would be miſ-ſpending the time, 
and abuſing the patience of this audience, ſo well 
acquainted with theſe matters, to inſiſt any further 
upon the benefits, advantages and neceſlity of govern- 
ment and laws, and of the magiſtrate to execute them. 
I ſhall therefore, as more ſuitable to the preſent 
occaſion, haſten to the plain purport of my text, and 
ſhall make it my buſineſs at this time to endeavour 
to explain a little what is meant by the righteous in 
authority, and from thence deduce ſome of the moſt 
proper and neceſſary qualifications of a righteous or 
good magiſtrate. And in order to ſtir up every one 
who ſhall be exalted to fo high a dignity, to the duc 
execution of his office, ſhall conſider briefly, before 
I conclude, the happy conſequence of ſuch a righteous 
adminiſtration, as the motive mention'd in the text, 
the people's happineſs 3 The people rejoice. 


AND from hence will appear, as things ſet in 
oppoſition clear up and give light to each other, 
the truth of the latter clauſe of the text, (which 
it is not my deſign now any further to meddle 


4 Jud. xi; 25. 
witn) 


[8] 


with) the ſad and Fe + ſtate of any people or 
community, over whom the wicked ſhall at any time 
get into power and authority: When the wicked 


beareth rule, the people mourn. | \\ 


When the righteous are in authority, the people 
rejoice. 


By being in authority, may ſometimes be ſignified 
any the leaſt influence or power, that one man may 
have over another, whether by his birth, education 
or riches, or by his eminent virtues, and good qua- 
lities, and the ſignal exemplarineſs of his whole con- 
duct in his life and converſation ; and the words of 
the text will be true even in this loweſt ſenſe : 
cvery good, every righteous man being a common, 
a general benefit to all his neighbours; and the people 
will rejoice, and find good reaſon ſo to do, in his 
influence and authority, as far as it reaghes, or can be 
extended. 


5 UT being in authority, i in the atmen clauſe of the 
text, being oppos d to bearins rule in the latter, it 
ſeems more agrecable to the ſcnſe of the whole, to 
reſtrain the words, as I ſhall do all along in my fol- 
lowing. diſcourſc, to rulers and magiſtrates. When 
the rulers therefore, the magiſtrates, the | perſons 
to whom are entruſted the reins of the government 
and the execution of the laws, are righteous, the 
awe rejoyce. 0 


By the righteous, tho' this word ey 1 4erivatives 
are ſometimes reſtrain d to ſignify that due intercourſe 
which ought to be between man and man, with 
reſpect to juſtice and charity, and our common 

dealings 


[og ] 


dealings dne With another, as in that famous advice 
of St. Paul to Titus; © That we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this. preſent world : Yet in 
general, as it is here in my text, and in many other 
places of Holy Scripture, opposd to the wicked, and 
indeed more agreeably to the more uſual and frequent 
bent and tendency of expreſſion in God's word, ſuch 
perſons ſeem implied, who have always a conſcien- 
tious regard to their whole duty, and unfeign'd piety 
and devotion to God, and a due ſubmiſſion to every 
part of his divine will, however made known to 
them, a ſincere reſpect to the performance of every : 
branch of juſtice. and charity to their neighbour, and a ; 
conſtant care of an undiſſembled exerciſe of ſobriety | 
and temperance, and all othet duties with reſpe& to 
themſelves, in the exemplarineſs of their lives and | 
converſations ; or, in ſhort, ſuch perſons: as St. Luke ; 
deſcribes Zacharias and Elizabeth to have been, 
wha, he ſays, f were both righteaus before God, 
walking in all the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blameleſs. 8 *: {\WA) | 


Bur in order to confirm and ſtrengthen the no- 
tion I have now given of the righteous in authority, 
and a little farther to particularize the requiſite qua- 
lifications of a good magiſtrate, and withal to go 
upon ſure grounds, it cannot be improper to conſult 
ſome other places of the holy inſpir d writings, wherein 
we ſhall find ſome rules laid down for the choice 
of ſubordinate magiſtrates, and advice given to all 
that bear rule ſqr the due execution of their office. 
And, firſt of all, Jethros advice to his fon-in-law 
Moſes was ſurely ſound and good, to 8 provide out 


| [4% q x : * TY 
era. s Exod. xviii. 21. 
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| of all the oo able men, ſuch as fear God, men 
| of truth, hating covetouſneſs, and place ſuch over 
| them to be rulers, &c. h And let them judge the 
| people at all ſeaſons. And tho' this advice was not 

probably by inſpiration, yet Moſes ſeems to have had 

the approbation of God in following it; for after 

Fethro had concluded, ſaying, * If thou ſhalt do this 
thing, and God command thee ſo, Moſes himſelf 

tell us, that k he hearkened to the voice of his father- 

in-law, and did all that he had ſaid, and l choſe 

ablemen out of all Iſrael, and made them heads over 
| the people, &c. m And they judged the people at all 
ſeaſons. And again, Moſes, in Dent. i. ſeems to 
repeat the ſame tranſaction with ſome little variation, 
ſaying, n Take ye wiſe men and underſtanding, and 
known among your tribes, and I will make them 
rulers over you. And, upon the people's conſenting, 
he goes on, © Jo I took the chief of your tribes, 
wiſe men and known, and made them heads over 
You, &c. * And I charged your judges at that time, 
ſaying, Hear the cauſes between your brethren, and 
Juege righteouſly between every man and his brother, 
and the ſtranger that is with him. 4 Te N not 
reſpect perſons in judgment, but you ſhall hear the 
ſmall as well as the great; you ſball not be afraid 
of the face of man, for the judgment is God's. And, 
arther yet, we have recorded in the ſame Scriptures 
the example and adviſe of Jehoſaphat the king of 
Judah, in whom, as the prophet r Jehu the ſon of 
Hanani told him, ſome * good things were found, 
and who had prepared his heart to ſeek God: Who, 
in viſiting his Kingdom, t ſet judges in the land, 


h ver. 22. ver. 23. k wer. 24. ver. 25. * wer. 26. 
» Deut. i. 13. ® ver. 15. P ver. 16. 4 ver. 17. 2 Chron. xix. 2, 
* Ter. 3. i Ver. 5. f 


throughout 
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throughout all the fenced cities of Judah, city by 
city. u And ſaid to the judges, Take heed what ye 
do: for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, 
who is with you in the judgment. * Wherefore now, 
let the fear of the Lord be upon you, take heed and 
do it: For there is no miquity with the Lord our 
God, nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of gifts. And 
to ſome other judges of controverſies, Fe charged, 
ſaying, Y Thus ſball ye do in the fear of the Lord, 
faithfully, and with a perfect heart. 2 And what 
cauſe ſoever ſhall come to you of your brethren that 
dwell in their cities, between blood and blood, be- 
tween law and commandment, —— ye ſhall even warn 
them, that they treſpaſs not againſt the Lord, and 
ſo wrath come upon you, and upon your brethren : 
this do, and ye ſhall not treſpaſs. — * Deal coura- 
geouſly, and the Lord ſhall be with the good. From 
theſe paſſages, and ſeveral other texts of the ſame or 
the like import, ſcattered up and down in the holy 
writings, which it would be tedious now to collect 
together and recite, (we ſhall perhaps meet with ſome 
of them in the ſequel) we may, 1 think, reaſonably 
infer the four following things to be neceſſary ingre- 
dients in the character of the righteous in authority, 
or, which is all one, due qualifications of a good 

magiſtrate. 7 N | | 
_Firsr, Ability and capacity in wiſdom. and un- 

derſtanding, | | 
SECONDLY, A conſcientious fear of God, from a 
tender ſenſe of his preſence with him, 
Tur RDL, A fixt and: conſtant diſintereſtedneſs 
with reſpect to perſons. 


ver. 6. * ver. 7. 12 Chron. xix. 9. * ver. 10. 2 ver. II. 
B 2 FOURTHLY, 
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FouRTHLY, An eminent exemplarineſs in nne 
and de in his own conduct and behaviour. 


IsSuAIUI endeavour to bs alittle-upon thoſe four 
particulars: And in the courſe of doing this, it will, 
I hope, appear, that they include and contain undet 
them thoſe other lower qualifications requiſite to 
fill up the character of a good ruler or magiſtrate; 
ſuch. as, diligence and induſtry; courage, fidelity, and 
a careful concern for the publick good, and promoting 
and encouraging virtue, honeſty, and religion, and 
correcting and repreſling, as far as in him lies, all 
manner of vice, wickedneſs and impicty. And, 


FIRST, Ability and capacity in wiſdom and un- 
derſtanding ſeem to be the very ground- Work of all 
the other qualifications. Without a: conſiderable 
ſhare of common ſenſe and prudence, a man can 
hardly hope to paſs thro the ordinary affairs of this 
life with any credit and reputation, nor even with 

any ſafety to himſelf and his poſſeſſions, b amidſt te 
ſleigbit of wicked men, and cunning cruftineſs,'wheres 
by they lie in wait to deceive. But to a-magiltrate 
how much greater a portion of knowledge and wiſ- 
dom muſt /be. neceſſary ? Who has the weight of alb 
the main concerns of a large community ly ing heavy 
upon his ſhoulders, whoſe buſineſs it is to protect 
the innocent aud good, to redteſs the wrongs of the 
injured, to humble the proud oppreſſor, and to de- 
tect and puniſh the wily frauds. of the {ly deceiyer, 
and the malicious contrivances of the ctrafty crimi- 
nal; whoſe buſineſs it is to judge and determine in 
matters of right and wrong and that often in . 

51 dtn: n 1 
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of much douptfulneſs and intticacy, where all tlie 
art and management the wicked heart of man can 
invent, or. the malice of the devil ſuggeſt, has been 
uſed to diſguiſe every part of the affair under fo thick 
a miſt and cloud, as to need the quickeſt eye, the 
ſharpeſt underſtanding, and the moſt piercing judgment, 
to diſcern thro the various colourings, and unveil 
and bring to light the ſo deeply concealed truth. It 
was the ſenſe of this great difficulty, no doubt, that 
induced king Solernon, wile even in this, tho he calls 
himſcif e but à little child, to make this his prayer 
to Almighty: God; And now, O Lord my God, thou 
haſt made thy ſervant king inſtead” , David my 
father: and JI am but a little child : I know not 
how to go out or come in. 4 Give therefore thy ſervant 
an under/i amding heart, to judge thy people, that 
1 may diſcern between good and bad for who' is 
able to judge this thy Jorgreat à people f: Wile in- 
deed was Solomon in this his humble ſenſe of his own 
want of greater prudence. and capacity. of under- 
ſtanding 'e to diſcern judgment; and the Lord was 
p pleaſcd with his requeſt, that therein he had pre- 
erted wifdgm and knowledge before long life, riches, 
honour, and the life of his enemies, (things too glit- 
tering and grateful to human nature, as being too 
often apt to prove occaſion of temptations to fin 
and folly, and too genetally to lead the depraved 
appetite of, man into vitious gratifications) that he, 
not only gave him a wiſe and underſtanding heart, 
but gave him alſo thoſe other things which he had 
not asked, riches and honour, and all in ſuch gracious 
meaſuxe and abundance, that f there was none like 
him before him, neither after bim ſhould any ariſe 


6 t 5 , 420 % — ; v. 177 = 25 0 1 TAY 
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ile unto him. And how noble an example has this 
great king herein ſet, for their imitation, to all 
who ſhould come after him in bearing any part or 
ſhare in rule, authority and government, both in 
the highcſt, and the lower ſpheres, that they ſhould 
eſteem themſelves but as little children in their emi- 
nence and dignity, nor think themſelves wiſe enough 
to go thro' their office without the peculiar bleſſing 
of God ; but conſidering, as they may well do by 
the help of their natural reaſon, the high concerns 
they are entruſted with, the many difficulties they 
are to encounter with, and the various dangers, 
trials and temptations they muſt expect to meet with, 
fall down and proſlrate themſelves before the Lord, 
the Author and Giver of all good things, humbly 
beſeeching him, that he would be pleaſed, of his moſt 
gracious goodneſs, to impart to them a more plentiful 
effuſion of 8 that light which lighteth every man 
that cometh into the world; ſome bright ray of that 
h Viſdom that is from above, to enable them i 0 
$0 out and come in before their people, to k diſtern 

etween good and bad, and to do judgment and 
juſtice, for their own honour, the publick good, and 
the divine glory! For, as the pſalmiſt ſays, 1 Man 
that is in honour, and underſtandeth not, is like the 
beaſts that periſh. And, as Solomon himſelf obſerves, 
m The prince that wanteth underſtanding, is alſo a 
great oppreſſor. So great need hath every magiſtrate 
of wiſdom and underſtanding! and ſo great encou- 
ragement to ask it of God in prayer, from this caſe 
of Solomon's! But the chriſtian rulerhas a much ſuret 
ground of hope of obtaining what he ſhall ask by 
prayer in faith and devotion, ſince our bleſſed Saviout 


8 John i. 9. ® Jam. iii. 17. i 2 Chron. i. 10. * x Kings iii. 9. 
? Pf. xlix. 20. * Prov. xxviii. 16. "Nt 
| himſelf 
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himſelf has promiſed us in general, n Ask, and it ſpall 
be given you: And St. James his Apoſtle has in 
this very caſe directed us, ſaying, © If any of you 
lack wiſdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be 
given him. But then the righteous magiſtrate muſt 
have alſo the ſecond qualification, which I now 
haſten to ſpeak to : 


SECONDLY, A conſcientious. fear of God, from 
tender ſenſe of his preſence with him. 


A NOBLE principle this! productive of all the good 
that may be expected or wiſh'd for by any people: 
and the want of it, the ſource of almoſt all the evils 
that can be felt or fear'd by them. The magiſtrate, 
whoſe breaſt and conſcience this fear of God has early 
and entirely taken poſſeſſion of, will never be either 
careleſs or remiſs in his duty, nor ever be either 
affrighted or ſeduced from the ſteady performance 
of it to the utmoſt of his power and abilities. For 
he will always conſtder whoſe miniſter he is, and 
for what ends he was promoted to ſo high a. poſt 
and ſtation: He will find and feel, that how glit- 
tering ſoever the outward pomp and appendages of 
his exalted. ſtate may be, he is ſtill but the ſervant 
of the moſt High,, who ruleth in the kingdoms of 
the earth: He will know, and always bear in mind,. 
that how much, how extenſive a power ſoever, he 
is poſſeſſed of, it was not given him to ſerve his own 
pride, and grandeur, and ambition, his avarice or ſen- 
ſuality ; but put into his hands for the publick good, 
the general benefit of that community, Which it has 


Matth. vii. 7. C7) i n dee 
| pleaſed 


D180) 


pleaſed the providence of the Almighty Governot 
of the univerſe to place him to govern and preſide 
over. And as he is always moſt tenderly ſenſible 
not only of the divine omnipreſence in general} 
but of God's more eſpecial preſence with him alſo 
in the execution of his office, and in all his deſigns 
and actions therein, whether good or bad, to crown 
and reward the one, and condemn and puniſh the 
other, as knowing that he judgeth not for man, but 
for the Lord, who' is with him in the judgment: 
ſo, whenever any temptation of any kind ſhall affail 
him to turn him from the ways of goodnels; to in- 
duce him to pervert juſtice and equity, and to do the 
thing that is wrong; he will immediately ſee thro 
all the thin ſubterfuges the Tempter may endeavout 
to caſt before his imagination to ſeduce him, and 
find that no veil can be thick enough to skreen his 
(tho but intended) wickedneſs, from the all- ſeeing eye 
of God, ' who trieth the reins, ſearcheth all hearts, 
and underſtandeth all the imaginations of the thuughts. 
On the other hand, let us but ſuppoſe a while a ma- 
giſtrate like the judge in St. Duke's Goſpel, r who 
Feared not God, and what a ſcene of miſchief and 
miſcry will ariſe in our minds! He that fears not 
God, will moſt ſurely not regard man, any farther 
than the judge in the parable now cited did the 
widow, to avenge him of his adverſary, for his own 
caſc only, */eſt by his continual coming he weary him. 
This is the leaſt evil in this cafe to be expected, a 
remiſsneſs in doing juſtice : But it is hardly to be 
conceived, did not the hiſtories of former ages 
afford us too many examples, and the ſad experience 
of our own times furniſh us with too many inſtances 
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of this kind; and did not the multifarious vices, the 
repeated, horrid, aggravated villainies of wretched un- 
happy criminals, continually brought before, and tried 
at the bars of human juſtice, give us but too glaring 
an idea of the matter of fact; it is, I ſay, hardly to 
be conceived, to what exceſs of riot, to what an 
extravagance of wickedneſs, the corruption of a man's 
heart, and the depravity of his nature will carry him ; 
eſpecially ſhould he find himſelf arm'd with authority 
and power, when there is no ſtrong curb left upon 
his headſtrong paſſions, no powerful reſlraint upon 
his inordinate appetites, and raging luſts; as moſt cer- 
tainly there will be none of any mighty influence, 
when this moſt ſure barrier againſt ſin and vice, the 
fear of God, is ſtupefied, extinct and dead in his heart 
and this chief avenue to the divine grace is quite 
ſtopp'd up, and the bleſſed influence of the Holy Spirit 
of God hereby entirely ſhut out. So highly neceſſary 
is this fear of God to be implanted and deeply rooted 
in the mind and conſcience of every magiſtrate who 
would approve himſelf righteous, that without it he 
will be always in danger of being entic'd to hearken 
to every little idle luſt, toſſed up and down with 
every blaſt of paſſion and prejudice, and at laſt driven 
away by impetuous deſires from the peaceful paths 
of juſtice, equity and mercy, into the moſt cruel and 
horrid ways of violence and oppreſſion : but by it he 
will be kept ſteady and uniform in every part of his 
conduct, ſhew himſelf a faſt friend to virtue and true 
religion, act up to the dignity of his tation, and adorn 
his poſt, not preferring even in any ſingle inſtance, 
with the Phariſees of old, or our modern ones, 5 the 
praiſe of men before the praiſe of God. But this brings 
me to the third qualification of a good magiſtrate. 
| * Joh. xii. 43. 
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THIRDLY, A fixd and conſtant diſintereſtedneſs 
with reſpect to perſons. 


Wirnovr this, it is hardly poſſible a magiſtrate 
ſhould be juſt p For, as the wiſe 75 ſays, *t io have 
reſpect of perſons, is not good; for, Fl a piece 0 
fs AA 1 Will tranſgreſs. But he that «/A-4 
over men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of God. 
This is one of the laſt ſayings of holy David, the 
feweet pſalmiſt of Iſrael, recorded in rhe 23d chapter 
of the ſecond Samuel. And it is uſher'd in with ſuch 
ſolemn prefatory expreſſions, as, ver. 2. The Spirit of 
the Lord ſpake by me, and his word was in my tongue. 
Ver. 3. The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael 
alte to me, He that ruleth over men, muſt be juſt. 
As tho' the Holy Spirit, who inſpired the words, 
deſigned to point them out to be peculiarly taken 
notice of and conſidered by all men, as being of the 
atmoſt conſequence and extreme neceſlity to the well- 
being of ſocictics, and the good government of man- 
kind. To the ſame purpoſe are thoſe charges and 
direCtions given to the magiſtrates, in different parts 
of the Holy Scripture : u They ſhall not wreſt jude- 
ment. * They ſhall not reſpect perſons in judgment; 
but they ſball hear the ſmall as well as the great: 
y They ſhall not reſpect the perſon of the poor, nor 
honour the perſon of the mighty: 2 Neither take a 
gift ; for a £7 doth blind the eyes of the wiſe, 
and pervert the words of the righteous : * They ſball 
not be afraid of the face of man: They muſt b rate 
heed what they do; for they judge not for man, but 
for the Lord, who is with them in the judgment ; 
therefore muſt they not © judge unjuſtly, nor accept 
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the perſons of the wicked ; nor 4 overthrow the righ- 
teous in judgment : But © defend the poor and 
fatherleſs, and do juſtice to the affliffed and 
needy, and deliver them out of the hands of the 
wicked, Theſe rules and cautions plainly ſhew us 
the great foible, the ſad and lamentable weakneſs of 
the heart of man; how ſoon it is drawn from virtue 
to vice, and how eaſily it is turn'd by almoſt any 
yain outward appearance, whether of fear or fayour, 
from the ſtrait path of judgment and juſtice, into the 
by- ways of fraud and oppreſſion : And the general 
experience of all ages too much confirms. the truth 
of the melancholy obſervation. But ſurely this ſhould 
be a ſtrong argument, a powerful inducement, to 
every righteous man in authority, to every one who 
would approve himſelf a good magiſtrate, by walking 
in the fear of God, and a ſteady purſuance of his duty, 
to fortify his conſcience, and oppoſe by all means 
poſlible this weakneſs, this deceivableneſs of his heart. 
As both f zo ſet his face like à flint, as the prophet 
ſpeaks, that he may ncither be aſham'd nor afraid to 
do juſtice, nor frighted out of the right way by any 
awful terrrors of countenance, by any either open 
inſulting threats, or fly underhand menaces, nor 
ſeduc'd by any of the cajoling arts of flattery and per- 
ſuaſion, of any mighty, overbcaring ſuperior what- 
ſoever: and alſo to ſhut his eyes, and, flop his. ears, 
with the deaf adder in the pſalmiſt, againſt all the 
charms of the charmer, charm he never /o wiſely and 
cunningly : and to take care, that no temptation of 
any kind, whether of profit or pleaſure, or under 
whatſocyer veil it come dreſſed, may ſo far get poſ; 
ſeſſion of his heart, as to wake him 8 fall from bis 
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own ſiedfaſineſs and impartiality. Such a man as 
this will have no intereſt to ſerye, ſeparate from that 
of the good of his community and country, nor any 
wrong byaſs upon his mind to pervert his judgment. 
He therefore will not at all regard the malicious and 
perverſe interpretations which any difguſted perſons 
may poſlibly at one time or other caſt upon his 
actions; nor be the leaft uneaſy even at the moſt bafe 
infinuations, which the furious zeal of any hot-headed 
ones may at any time throw 'out upon him ; as 
well knowing, that h when a man's ways pleaſe the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace 
with him: but will with courage and alacrity, and 
undaunted reſolution, go on in the fear of God, 
faithfully and with a perfect heart, to do his whole duty, 
all that the Lord requires of him : which, as the 
prophet teaches us, in ſhort, is, i 1 do juſtly, and 
to love mercy, and to wall humbly with his God. 
I now proceed to ſpeak to the laſt qualification I 
mentioned of a good magiſtrate, which is, 


FoURTHLY, An eminent exemplarineſs in virtue 
and goodneſs in his own conduct and behaviour. 


SOLOMON ſays, k It is an abomination to kings to 
commit wickedneſs : for the throne is eſtabhiſhd by 
righteouſneſs. And the obſeryation will be found 
equally juſt, and the reaſon of it hold equally true, 
with reſpe& to ſubordinate magiſtrates and rulers, 
and indeed to all who are in any authority what- 
ſoever over others: for if their lives be vitious, if 
they ſhew no regard to right and equity, to virtue, 
goodneſs and religion, or to any laws of God or 
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man, in their on private conduct and converſation, 
imagining themſelves out of the courſe of common 
juſtice, and above the reach of ordinary reproof, cor- 
rection and puniſhment; their power and influence 
can never ſubſiſt long, nor extend itſelf far. Such 
a magiſtrate may perhaps deal out the ſeverity of the 
law to a poor unhappy criminal brought before him, 
and convicted of ſome great offence; but he can never 
hope or expect to make him thereby ſenſible of his 
fault, corre& his mind, or amend his manners, which 
is the chief end of laws and government, whilſt he 
himſelf ſhews him ſo flagrant an example of guilt 
either by the like, or more 'abominable crimes. It 
will rather harden the ignorant criminal in his 
wickedneſs, and make him apt to think, there is 
no other harm in him, than the breach of ſome 
hard, unjuſt human law ; when he ſees the man in 
power, who ſhould protect and defend the honour, 
and explain the righteouſneſs of the law, go on 
boldly, without fear or remorſe, in the ſame or worſe 
tranſgreſſions of it. With what face can ſuch a magi- 
ſtrate, with what force or energy, expoſtulate with 
an offender about his iniquity, when he feels, or 
ought to do, a much heavier load of vice and wicked- 
neſs lying on his own ſhoulders? Moſt excellent then 
is that advice of our bleſſed Saviour, which may be 
extended to all perſons, in whatever ſtate they are: 
hy beholdeſt thou the mote that is in thy brother's 
eye, but conſidereſt not the beam that is in thine own 
eye? Or how wilt thou ſay to thy brother, Let me 
pull out the mote out of thine eye, and behold" a 
beam is in thine own eye ? Thou hypocrite, firſt 
caſt out the beam out of thine own eye; and then 
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ſhalt thou ſet gang to caft out the mote out of thy 
brother's eye. But an eminent exemplarineſs in virtue 
and goodneſs is ſo plain, ſo allowed, ſo neceſſary an 
ingredient in the character of the righteous in au- 
thority, that it would be miſ-ſpending your e 
to inſiſt any farther on it. 


Thus have I endeayour'd, as well as I was able, 
to point out to you, . moſtly from the Holy Scriptures, 
the ſureſt ground to go upon, the chief qualifications 
of a good magiſtrate, not ſo much to inſtru you, 
gentlemen, whom I cannot but preſume already 
well acquainted with them, as to put you in mind 
of the advantage and neceſſity of them, whenever 
any of you ſhall find occaſion to make aſe of, and 
put them in practice, 


AND the connexion between theſe qualifications 
is ſo ſtrict and cloſe, that one can hardly ſuppoſe 
a man poſſeſſed of any one of them, but he will alſo 
have the reſt. A wiſe and underſtanding heart will 
make him ſenſible of his dependence upon God, and 
of the neceſlity of fearing him, who is higher than 
the higheſt here on earth: this again will qualify him 
for, and make him proſtrate himſelf in prayer before 
the Giver of all wiſdom, to obtain a yet farther in- 
largement of mind, and ſagacity in judgment. Theſe 
together will give him ſuch firmneſs of ſoul, ſuch 
an invincible courage, that he ſhall not fear the face 
of man, nor teſpect the perſon of the mighty, nor 
have any other intereſt, any byaſs, but a conſcientious 
purſuit of juſtice and doing good; and a ſincere 
regard to the cauſe of virtue and holineſs in his own 
conduct and example. Thus happily qualified, may 
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aſs thro” all the duties and difficulties of his poſt with 
caſe and ſerenity of mind,' to his own high credit and 
reputation, to the great good, advantage and emo- 
lument of the community he preſides over, and his 
country in general, and' to the promotion of 
manners, virtue and true religion, and the advance- 
ment of God's glory, ; 


I SHOULD now go on to conſider, laſtly, what I 
propoſed briefly to ſpeak to, before I concluded, in 
order to incite every one, who ſhall hereafter be 
exalted to ſo high a dignity, as the chief magiſtracy 
of this great city, to the due execution of his office; 
the happy conſequenee of ſuch a righteous admini- 
ſtration, as the motive mentioned in the text, the 
people's happineſs, . rejoice. But as I fear 
I have already exceeded the uſual limits of ſuch a 
diſcourſe as this, I ſhall leave the proſecution of this 
ſubject to be the pleaſing entertainment of your own 
private retired thoughts and meditations : for you 
cannot now, I am perſuaded, but be much more 
ſenſible of, and: more feelingly experience, your: own 
happineſs under the ſteady unbyaſſed 'adminiftration 
of your preſent worthy governor, than I can poſlibly 
deſcribe it. I ſhall therefore conclude all with a 
moſt ſincere wiſh, and hearty prayer, that it would 
pleaſe Almighty God, of his gracious goodneſs, and 
kind providence, to raiſe up to this famous and opu- 
lent city, ſuch a continued ſucceſſion of magiſtrates, 
cndow'd and adorn'd with thoſe ſignal qualifications 
| have been endeavouring to defcribe, that following 
each other's wiſe and prudent ſteps, they may in due 
time put an Entire ſtop to all enormities, but more 
eſpecially to thoſe reigning vices too notorious in 
our ſtreets, and too flagrant among the common and 
meaner 
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meaner ſort of people: That he would graciouſly 
inſpire all parts of this renowned body with the 
ſpirit of peace, unity and concord, that they may go 
on unanimouſly in all their great and good deſigns: 
That he would bleſs it with an always increaſing, 
always flouriſhing trade: That he would for ever 
preſerve to it its preſent happy eſtabliſhment in the 
true chriſtian religion, againſt all efforts of ſuperſti- 
tion, libertiniſm and infidelity whatſoever : That, 
finally, in peace, plenty and proſperity, by the ſteady 
virtue, probity and good manners of the citizens, 
and the wiſe government of its ſucceeding magi- 
ſtrates, this city may, thro' the divine fayour, con- 
tinge, to the end of time, to be not only the glory 
of this our nation, but the pattern and emulation 
of all the cities in the world beſides, for Whatever is 


truly honourable and praiſe-worthy. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

three Perſons, but one God, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all honour, praiſe and glory, might, 
majeſty and dominion, now, henceforth, and 
for evermors. Amen. 


